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| Fading Indian Ualues in the Glare of Foreign Culture )

Justice Nagendra Kumar Jain
Former Chief Justice — Madras and Karnataka High Court

Is going abroad becoming a licence to abandon our
traditions? Justice Jain urges a return to the values that
make us human

The growing distance of Indian youth from traditional
values and family culture, especially after going abroad,
has become a matter of serious concern, former Chief
Justice Nagendra Kumar Jain has said. He emphasised
that modernity should not mean giving up our cultural
roots and values, which form the true identity of India.

In a recent article, Justice Jain shared an incident from a
social gathering. While visiting a friend's house, he
witnessed that the wife of his friend's younger brother,
following the Indian tradition, touched the feet of elders and
sought their blessings. However, her daughter-in-law, who
lived abroad, did not consider it appropriate to touch feet and
simply exchanged formal words before moving on. When
asked, her husband explained, "She lives abroad, so she
has forgotten Indian values. Please forgive her."

'Does modernity mean distancing from our traditions?'

Justice Jain questioned whether going abroad has now
become a licence to abandon our values. He said that this is
not an isolated incident, but a worrying social trend. While
children go abroad, earn degrees and wealth, they gradually
lose the humility, respect and family values that have always
been the hallmark of Indian civilisation.

He said that is dismissing traditions like touching the feet

as "old-fashioned", "regressive" or "unnecessary"?
@)




'Times haven't changed, our backbone has weakened'

The former Chief Justice said that we often say, "Times
have changed." But the reality is, times have not changed
our backbone has weakened. Values are not a burden that
hinders progress; they are the foundation of a better life.
Western culture has its place, but blindly imitating it and
losing our own identity is like losing our soul. Where "["
becomes biggerthan everything else, "we" disappears.

Indian values are still admired abroad

Justice Jain pointed out that the very values we are
leaving behind are celebrated abroad as "Indian values." He
said that the strength of family. society and the nation is
linked to values and sanskars.

He urged that the coming generations must be
connected to Indian culture alongwith modern education and
progress. "Abandoning values is not progress, it is decline.
Bowing with respect is not weakness; it is the strength of a
culture."

* Values are not clothes that can be taken off when
we change countries. They are an inner discipline
that keeps a human being truly human.

e If our future generations become only foreign
citizens and are left with no Indian values, history will
not forgive us. Civilisations survive not by weapons,
but by values and sanskars.
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